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Classified  By:  DCM  Bill  Stanton  for  reasons  1.4  (a,b,c,d). 

1I_1 . (S/NF)  On  February  9,  the  DCM  delivered  ref  tel  demarche 
to  Deputy  Foreign  Minister  Lee  Yong-joon,  conveying  strong 
USG  concern  about  recent  ROKG  leaks  of  intelligence  drawn 
from  satellite  imagery  of  the  North  Korean  missile  program, 
especially  because  this  was  not  the  first  time  the  ROKG  had 
divulged  classified  U.S.  information.  The  DCM  emphasized 
that  any  leaks  in  Japan  did  not  justify  leaks  in  the  ROK. 

V2. . (S/NF)  Lee,  who  had  not  had  the  chance  to  compare  the 
Japanese  and  Korean  newspaper  articles  in  which  the  leaks  had 
occurred,  said  the  USG ' s expression  of  concern  was  warranted 
and  necessary.  Expressing  his  suspicion  that  the  leak  had 
originated  within  the  Ministry  of  National  Defense,  Lee  asked 
if  the  USG  had  also  conveyed  its  concerns  to  other  ROKG 
agencies.  The  DCM  said  we  had,  adding  that  the  ROKG  should 
adopt  the  USG's  response  to  press  questions  regarding 
intelligence,  which  remained,  "We  don't  comment  on  such 
matters."  Lee  reiterated  that  he  fully  understood  USG 
concerns  and  that  he  appreciated  receiving  the  strong 
demarche  because  it  would  be  useful  to  MOFAT  in  getting  the 
message  out  to  other  ROKG  agencies.  Lee  also  promised  to 
inform  the  DCM  of  steps  taken  to  address  this  issue. 
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